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Perspective from a Small Business  Owner  
 
News headlines regarding the economy are less than good these days.  
Declining home values, stock market fluctuations combined with 
unemployment increases, it’s hard to think our powerful nation is struggling 
so much.   Amongst the unyielding news comes a bit of positive perspective 
from a small environmental consulting business.   
 
Large-scale projects are coming online, which means investors are feeling 
confident and federal funding and tax incentives are enticing companies 
and/or municipalities to design and build projects.  We have seen a variety 
of projects varying from recreational planning projects (trails, sports parks) 
to energy projects (wind, solar).   
 
We are currently responding to stimulus funded projects, which have a tight 
timeframe for construction.  Most projects are averaging 6-months for 
environmental clearances.   
 
Feel free to contact us with questions about completing environmental 
reviews for your project.  We will be happy to assist. 
 
 

Solar Panels – Energy Conservation 

In June 2009, DSG’s Shero Holland took the leap and had solar panels 
installed on the roof of his house in Tempe, Arizona.  There are 21 Sharp 
panels capable of producing 4.7 kilowatts of direct-current electricity. The 
inverter is needed to convert the direct current to alternating current 
compatible with SRP's power grid. Total annual output is predicted to be 7.1 
kilowatt-hours, or about 60%-70% of the total annual electricity need. The 
system cost ~$34,000 (including all incentives and rebates) and was 
installed by American Solar Electric. 
 
The Rinnai model 75LSe is capable of producing 7.5 gallons of hot water 
per minute, with a minimum flow requirement of 0.5 gallon per minute. It is 
powered by natural gas. It cost ~$2,000 and was installed by Dirt Dog 
Plumbing in Gilbert. 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Featured Project  #1:  Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation  Pave Dirt Roads  
 
This project is the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation (FMYN) pave dirt roads 
project.  DSG is working with engineers in design for paving nearly 3-miles of 
heavily used dirt roads within the Reservation.  The FMYN is utilizing federal 
funding through the Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) funding 
program.   
 
The roadways are within some sensitive environmental resource areas for 
bald eagles as well as pre-historic archaeological sites.  DSG is completing 
environmental documentation for this project and making sure environmental 
issues are avoided and/or minimized during design and construction. 
 
 
 
Featured Project #2:  Quartzsite Gateway Entry 
 
The Quartzsite Gateway Signage and landscaping project is a scenic 
beautification effort at four entry points into the Town of Quartzsite.  The 
project will construct stone-etched entry/identity monument signs with 
Quartzsite themed “Hi Jolly” camel and pyramid silhouettes, lighting and 
landscaping features to capture the historic essence of the Town.  
Enhancement features include landscaping boulders, native plant material 
and lighting to enhance visibility and accentuate signage at night. 
 
ADOT is reviewing the project as federal transportation enhancement funds 
are being used for construction.  DSG is currently completing all 
environmental reviews for the project in accordance with ADOT standards. 
 
 
 
Featured Project #3:  West Wetlands Parkway Scenic Beautification and 
Landscaping project  
 
The City of Yuma’s West Wetlands Park was constructed beginning in 1999 
over a former municipal landfill. Amenities constructed include a riparian 
restoration area, boat ramp, and nesting platforms for aquatic-oriented raptors 
(e.g., osprey).   DSG was hired by local engineers and the City to complete 
environmental resource reviews for the project, which is to receive federal funding 
under the Transportation Enhancement Program through ADOT. 

 
In June 2009, a Categorical Exclusion was approved for a 0.8 mile multi-use 
pathway, which links the east and west sections of the West Wetlands Park 
with lighting, landscaping between 13th Avenue and 21st Avenue.  The 
project is planned for construction in late 2009. 
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